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EDITORIAL 
The Contribution to l-i'orensic Psychology by Professor Don Thomson 
Introduction 
This special issue of Psychiatry, Psych 0 log}' 
& Law is dedicated to Professor Donald M. 
Thomson - to celebrate his exceptional 
career and contributions to the broad field 
of forensic psychology. 
Thomson's career has been marked by 
many achievements. These include, albeit 
in part; his role in the development of 
sevcral post-graduate forensic psychology 
courses in Australia; his work as a barristcr 
at the Victorian Bar; his contribution to 
professional bodies (e.g., the Australian 
Psychological Society, the Australian and 
New Zealand Association of Psychiatry, 
Psychology and Law, the European Asso-
ciation of Psychology and Law, the Victor-
ian Psychological Council) and to law 
reform commissions and advisory commit-
tees; and his lifelong intcrest in context and 
cognition work. In particular, his associa-
tion (as a fledging scientist) with thc 
legendary Endel Tulving gave rise to the 
classic experiments which bear their names 
(see Thomson & Tulving, 1970; Tulving & 
Thomson, 1971; 1973). 
In this edition, however, we chose to 
celebrate the more 'hidden', nonetheless 
powerful, positive impact that Thomson 
has made to the field of forensic psychol-
ogy. Here we refer to his impact on others 
who have shared his unwavering commit-
ment to the advancement of the sciencc. To 
honour this contribution, we sought origi-
nal papers from several professionals who 
have significantly benefited both personally 
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and proCessionally from a long-term asso-
ciation with Thomson. Each of the authors 
can describe Thomson as a man with 
integrity and compassion, scientific rigour, 
and unflagging supportiveness, wisdom 
and guidance. Although necessarily re-
straints were imposed on the number of 
contributors, the range of topics addressed 
in this edition illustrates the broad impact 
of Thomson's interests and associations. 
His liCe-long passion and commitment to 
the field of forensic psychology has been 
both int1uential for his professional peers 
and inspiring for his students. 
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